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PARTHENON MARBLES, ATHENS 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.57 pm]:  In coming weeks we will be focusing 
on the Olympic Games and, in particular, on the ancient city of Athens.  One recurring image we are likely to see 
throughout the broadcasts of the games is that of the Parthenon on top of the acropolis.  The Parthenon was 
completed in 432 BC and is now a United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation site.  It is 
also recognised as a cultural treasure, a historic monument and a universal symbol of democracy, freedom and 
architectural splendour.  However, the Parthenon is incomplete.  In the early 1800s, Thomas Bruce, the 7th Earl 
of Elgin and British Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire in Athens, gave instructions that parts of the Parthenon 
be sawn off and shipped to England.  He initially intended that the beautiful friezes and sculptures, known as the 
Elgin marbles, adorn his Scottish manor, but was forced to sell them to the British Government to recover his 
debts.  The Elgin marbles, now known as the Parthenon marbles, are currently housed in the British Museum, 
London but have been the subject of a lengthy, concerted and high-profile campaign for their return to Greece.  
The marbles are an important part of Greek heritage and culture.  Athens is truly the best place to see these 
sculptures, for they are best understood as parts of a whole and can be fully appreciated only if they are viewed 
alongside the rest of the monument.  A new museum is currently being built on the acropolis especially for the 
Parthenon marbles.  The focus on Greece provided by the 2004 Olympics will provide a unique opportunity for 
the British Government to make overdue restitution for what was nothing short of cultural vandalism.  The wilful 
retention of the marbles by Britain is morally indefensible.  It is time to return the Parthenon marbles to their 
rightful home. 
 


